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Our biome in crisis

Hoekstra et al. 2005
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How can we increase the pace, scale, and effectiven ess of 
conservation in mediterranean-type ecosystems?
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Gaining:
• Mountain forests
• Improved population 

viability for some species
• Improving connectivity

Losing:
• Coastal systems
• Freshwater ecosystems 
• High conservation value 

farming/forestry 

Courtesy of P. Lombardi



•Rural development / 
agriculture policy

•Regional 
development policy

•Accession policy
•Neighbourhood 
Country Policy

•Climate policies (C-
storage)

Harnessing the drivers in the N Med Basin

Courtesy of P. Lombardi

• Investment in mass 
tourism
• Energy policy, 
hydropower, biofuels (?)
• Water supply policies
• Transport infrastructure 
development
• Trade liberalisation in 
agriculture, intensification
• Perverse subsidies

• CBD PoW PA
• MEA
• Forest certification
• Natura 2000
• Water Framework 
Directive
• EIA-SEA
• Environmental liability
• Env integration in 
sector policies
• Coastal legislation 
(ICM)



How can we increase the 
pace, scale, and effectiveness of conservation 

in mediterranean-type ecosystems?



Identify gaps in our conservation capacity network.

Funding

Technical expertise? Capacity?

Vision?
Market

Mechanisms?
Regulatory
framework/

Enforcement? Community 
Support?

Political
Leadership?



Create opportunity for transformative conservation .

California: Social marketing

South Africa: Working for Water Programme



Better integrate conservation with communities.

Ecosystem services, Natural capital

“Mainstreaming”

Social marketing: Build the constituency



Better invest our limited resources.

“Return on Investment” analyses

Fill representation gaps in the global PA network



Better leverage our limited capacity.

Learning networks

Cross-regional collaboration



It’s up to us.


